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Victory  gardens  really  lived  up  to  their  name  in  1943,     They  produc 
million  tons  of  food  to  help  win  the  war.    Not  only  that.,, if  you  figure  •  each 
garden  produced  twenty-five  dollars'  worth  of  vegetables,  the  victory  gardeners 
this  year  hoed  half  a  "billion  dollars  off  the  nation's  grocery  hill  "by  producing 
home-grown  vegetables  and  fruit. 

That's  quite  a  record.    And  the  most  remarkable  part  of  this  success  story  is 
that  many  of  this  year's  gardeners  had  never  before  touched  hand  to  a  spade  or  a 
hoe.    With  such  beginner's  luck,  it's  no  wonder  victory  gardeners  are  looking  ahead 
to  "big  doings  in  1944, 

In  1943  the  government  asked  for  eighteen  million  victory  garden sw  And 
twenty  million  gardeners    responded.    The  goal  for  1944  is  twenty-two  million. 
And  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wickard  said  the  other  day  he  would  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  we  topped  even  that  goal  by  another  million. 

Twenty-two  or  -  three  million  gardens.     That's  a  lot  of  spading  and  planting 
and  hoeing.    But  those  gardens  will  mean  a  tremendous  boost  in  our  food  supply  for 
the  crucial  war  year  that's  coming.     So  gardeners  are  already  making  their  plans 
for  bigger  and  better  gardeners  in  1944. 

Whether  your  standing  as  a  gardener  goes  back  several  years,  or  whether  you're 
a  "beginner  with  just  a  yearrs  experience. ...  you  know  it's  best  to  prepare  your 
garden  soil  in  the  fall..    You  may  decide  on  fall  spading  or  plowing.-,  .cover  crop-? 
Ping... or  mulching. . .whichever  suits  your  climate  and  the  location  of  your  garden. 
Preparing  soil  in  the  fall  makes  spring  work  easier. 
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Another  thing  you've  probably  discovered  from  experience. you' 11  get  better 
yield  if  you  make  up  and  follow  a  planting  schedule.  That  way  you'll  have  a  suc- 
cession of  crops  coming  in  from  spring  to  late  fall.  And  the  schedule  helps  make 
sure  that  the  right  vegetables  mature  at  the  right  times. 

How  to  plant  seeds  is  another  thing  you  learn  from  experience.    Many  beginners 
this  year  thought  it  was  safet  to  plant  lots  of  seed.     The  result  was,  lots  of  work 
later  on,  thinning  out  the  plants  so  they'd  have  room  to  grow. 

And  many  of  this  year's  beginners  learned  another  point  about  gardening — 
that  is,  how  important  it  is  to  have  a  compost  pile,  or  maybe  two  of  them — one 
that's  in  use... one  that's  making  for  next  season.     Compost  needs  a  year  to  decay 
enough  to  make  good  fertilizer. 

Tor  1944,  the  victory  garden  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture suggest  gardens  at  least  thirty  by  fifty  feet.     Where  your  space  is  limited, 
grow  the  vegetables  that  will  give  you  the  most  food  value  in  exchange  for  their 
living  space.     That  is,  the  leafy  green  and  yellow  vegetables,  and  tomatoes. 

If  you  have  only  a  small  yard,  here's  something  to  think  about:     Have  a 
kitchen  garden  at  home,  for  salad  greens — the  plants  that  yield  a  lot  in  a  small 
space.    Then,  away  from  the  house,  possibly  in  a  community  plot,  have  your  vegete-:. 
^les  that  like  plenty  of  room:     tomatoes,   corn,  potatoes,   sweet  potatoes,  and 
squash.    Only,  don't  get  your  second  garden  too  far  from  home.     Transportation  -; 
difficulties  may  tempt  you  to  neglect  it. 

You'll  be  able  to  buy  plenty  of  vegetable  seed  next  year,  but  the  wise 
gardener  will  order  early  and  avoid  the  rush.    Not  because  of  any  shortage  of  the 
seed,  but  because  the  seed  stores  will  have  trouble  getting  enough  help  to  handle 
orders  during  the  rush  season.     Last  spring  many  stores    had  to  close  their  doors 
temporarily  in  order  to  catch  up  on  their  orders. 
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Speaking  of  garden  seed,  you  may  not  know  that  "victory  gardens"  planted 
from  American  seed  are  growing  all  around  the  world.    The  Army  and  Uavy,  working 
with  the  Department  of  Agriculture.,  have  a  garden  program  for  established  "bases 
and  headquarters  companies  of  the  armed  forces,  so  our  people  overseas  can  have 
tho  fresh  vegetables  they're  used  to.     Several  million  pounds  of  American  vegeta- 
ble seed  have  already  gone  to  distant  lands  to  grow  food  for  our  men  and  women  in 
uniform. 

But  getting  hack  to  our  home  gardens — next  year  insecticides  will  he  more 
plentiful,  so  victory  gardeners  can  wage  a  more  effective  war  against  their  insect 
enemies.     You'll  be  able  to  buy  more  rotenone,  and  ample  amounts  of  cryolite  and 
nicotine,  to  keep  the  all-too-numerous  insects  from  damaging  your  tender  plants. 

As  for  fertilizer,  you'll  get  more  of  the  victory  garden  fertilizer,  prepared 
especially  for  home  gardens.    And  it  will  be  a  better  quality  than  this  ..year's — 
it'll  have  a  higher  nitrogen  content. 

You  see  the  prospects  for  gardeners  next  year  are  good.    More  insecticides... 
aore  and  better  fertilizer. , .plenty  of  seed.    And  most  important  of  all,  there'll 
be  more  good  experience  to  guide  home  gardeners  next  year. 
■  This  year's  gardens  produced  eight  million  tons  of  food.     That's  a  tremendous 

contribution... .  and  next  year,   1944,  offers  even  bigger  opportunities  for  gardeners. 
As  a  consumer,  you  may  nave  been  tninking  that  your  only  job  in  the  food  fight  is 
to  conserve,  share,  and  play  square  with  food.     But  it's  your  job  to  produce  food 
too.,.. if  you  possibly  can.     Every  garden,  large  or  small,  will  have  a  vital  con- 
tribution to  make  in  1944,  helping  produce  food  to  speed  the  day  of  victory. 


